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SignatureGENEROSITY

“Human Trafficking” Discussion 
Encourages Awareness 
By Blair Cunningham, Partner, Director of SignatureGENEROSITY

Awareness and involvement are key to ending human trafficking. That seemed to be the 
consensus among the community leaders at SignatureGENEROSITY’s June 24 summit, 
“Revealing the Truth About Human Trafficking in Atlanta.” 

The discussion was the second in a series of summits on issues we believe are of interest to 
our clients. The goal for these summits is to provide an opportunity for our clients and friends 
to come together, learn and be encouraged to see how their 
generosity can have a transformational impact on those around 
them and themselves. The format of the summits is a panel 
discussion with leaders who have a great deal of experience 
and perspective on these important issues. 

For the “Human Trafficking” summit, we were privileged to 
have the following leaders participate on the panel: Sam Olens, 
Attorney General of Georgia; Mary Frances Bowley, Wellspring 
Living; Alex Trouteaud, youthSpark; Tajuan McCarty, The 
WellHouse; and Whitney Bexley, Street Grace.

We heard startling statistics and stories about how 
widespread human trafficking is in our city. We learned that 
43% of the people who are “buyers” of young children live 
north of I-285 between I-75 and I-85. Attorney General Sam 
Olens pointed out, “This is not just an Atlanta problem.” He 
described cases in small towns throughout Georgia that his 
office is prosecuting.

We heard Tajuan McCarty’s story of how she, as a girl, was 
trafficked around the “circuit” of Atlanta, Birmingham, 
Memphis and Chattanooga. She said, “I have come to put a 
face to what is happening,” a face that still carries the scars of 
when she was beaten and left for dead on the street.

 Click here to watch 
the video from our 
“Human Trafficking” 
panel discussion.

https://signaturefd.wistia.com/medias/fq6mkjkqac
https://signaturefd.wistia.com/medias/fq6mkjkqac
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Different types of investments involve varying degrees of risk, and there can be no assurance that the future performance of any specific investment, investment 
strategy, or product (including the investments and/or investment strategies recommended or undertaken by SignatureFD, LLC), or any non-investment related 
content, made reference to directly or indirectly in this blog will be profitable, equal any corresponding indicated historical performance level(s), be suitable 
for your portfolio or individual situation, or prove successful.  Due to various factors, including changing market conditions and/or applicable laws, the content 
may no longer be reflective of current opinions or positions.  Moreover, you should not assume that any discussion or information contained in this blog serves 
as the receipt of, or as a substitute for, personalized investment advice from SignatureFD, LLC.  To the extent that a reader has any questions regarding the 
applicability of any specific issue discussed above to his/her individual situation, he/she is encouraged to consult with the professional advisor of his/her choosing.  
SignatureFD, LLC is neither a law firm nor a certified public accounting firm and no portion of the blog content should be construed as legal or accounting advice.  
A copy of the SignatureFD, LLC’s current written disclosure statement discussing our advisory services and fees is available upon request.

About SignatureGENEROSITY

For many of us, the ability to make a difference brings meaning and purpose to our lives. Whether you are a 

parent or grandparent, child, humanitarian, co-worker, mentor, advisor, coach or friend, you have something to 

give—be it your time, skills, strengths, influence, wisdom or financial resources. Embracing a spirit of generosity 

is a way to live a more fulfilled, vibrant life and can trigger surprising ripple effects, transforming your life and the 

lives of others in ways you may never have imagined. SignatureGENEROSITY is SignatureFD’s way to help you 

explore and define your own vision of generosity.

Mr. Olens stated, “There is a common thread between domestic violence, campus rape and 
human trafficking. In all three areas, if guys are not taught to respect women, that is what 
happens.”

Awareness of this issue is one of the most important ways to address the problem. Mary 
Frances Bowley shared an emotional story emphasizing the urgent need to end trafficking 
now because of the number of girls that we are losing. Mr. Olens gave examples of how each 
of us has the opportunity to use our influence, whether it be in a school PTA, neighborhood 
association or place of worship. That thought was echoed by other members of the panel, who 
encouraged each of the people attending to tell five people and for each of those people to tell 
five more. The Attorney General’s office has created the nationwide “Not Buying It” initiative, 
and information about it can be found at www.notbuyingit.org.

Our next summit is scheduled for early this fall. Details will be coming in the near future.

For more information about SignatureGENEROSITY, please contact Blair Cunningham at blair.
cunningham@signaturefd.com.
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